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Exploring different backyard structures

Designing an ideal backyard space
requires forethought and an eye for style.
Knowing which features to include in a yard
often boils down to what homeowners want
to achieve in the space. Will it be a relaxing
oasis or a central entertaining focal point?

People often look to various structures
to add height and visual interest to outdoor
spaces. Homeowners will likely come across
structures like arbors, gazebos, pergolas,
and even trellises as they wade through the
variety of features they can incorporate into
backyard plans. Each of these structures can
add appeal, but they also can offer shelter
from the sun and privacy when enjoying
the yard. There are significant differences
between each structure, so here’s an in-depth
look at what sets them apart.

* Arbor: Anarbor is one of the more simple
garden structures. It is usually a frame that
is arched or square-cornered. Most home-
owners use it as an entryway to a garden or
even the front of the home. Those with green
thumbs may cover the arbor with climbing
and trailing plants. The Spruce says arbors

See Structures, Page 3B
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date back to early Egyptian and Roman gardens and were used throughout Europe by
the late 16th century.

* Pergola: The words arbor and pergola are often used interchangeably, but to suggest
the two structures are the same would not be accurate. Pergola comes from the Italian
word “pergula,” which means “projection.” Pergolas were once projected from exterior
walls and supported on one side by pillars or columns. Today, arbors are usually free-
standing units with two or four posts. Pergolas may be connected on one side to a home
or another structure. Some are freestanding units supported by four posts. Pergolas tend
to be larger and offer more privacy and shade than arbors.

* Gazebo: Gazebos are more defined garden buildings, states the contractor referral
site Network. Gazebos are freestanding units that can be built in various shapes. Some
are octagonal, others are square. Like a pergola, a gazebo is supported by columns and
may have low railings or built-in benches. Gazebos also may have a more solid roof than
arbors or pergolas, providing sun and other weather protection. The roof may have added
architectural appeal, like a cupola.

* Trellis: A trellis is a simple, geometrically-shaped structure that provides a surface
for climbing plants. A trellis also may support fruit-bearing trees. Trellis work may be
used in conjunction with an arbor or pergola, or be installed on fencing.

Incorporating structures into backyard designs can provide functionality and appeal.
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How ergonomic tools can help gardeners

Designing anideal backyard spacereGardeningisa
rewarding activity thathas been found to provide ahost
of benefits beyond ensuring readily available access
to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-inspiring blooms.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
says many gardening tasks qualify as light to moderate
exercise, which means raking the leaves and cutting
the grass can be just as beneficial as cardiovascular
activities like brisk walking or jogging. In addition, a
2017 study published in the journal Preventive Medi-
cine Reports found that gardening can help aging men
and women offset age-related weight gain. And the
health benefits of gardening go beyond the physical.
In 2014, a systematic review of randomized con-
trolled trials published in Complementary Therapies
in Medicine concluded that horticultural therapy may
be an effective treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at their disposal to
help turn their lawns and gardens into awe-inspiring
landscapes. Among those options are ergonomic tools.
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of all ages, but
they may prove especially valuable for aging men
and women.

See Tools, Page 5B
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How ergonomic tools differ from traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are designed to ensure that using them has as little effect
on the body as possible. Ergonomic tools align with how a person naturally moves his
or her body, which can reduce the likelihood that gardeners will suffer any strains or
sprains while gardening or experience any aches and pains after a day spent tending to
their landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center for Excellence in Disabilities notes that gardeners
will know they have chosen the right ergonomic gardening tool for the job when they
do not have to adapt the tool. Ergonomic tools should match gardeners’ heights, fit their
grip and feel comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are designed in a way that can reduce stress on the body
while performing various tasks. Gardeners know that aches and pains can add up after a
day spent kneeling in the garden, raking soil and carrying supplies from a shed or garage
around the property. But the WVUCED notes that ergonomic tools do more than just
reduce gardeners’ risk of injury.

» Ergonomic tools increase efficiency. Wasted motions are less likely when using
ergonomic tools. That can improve efficiency in the garden, allowing gardeners to get
more done in the same amount of time. And because ergonomic tools are designed to
work with the body, gardeners likely won’t need to take breaks due to aches and pains,
which also makes it easier to be more efficient when working in the garden.

* Ergonomic tools increase gardeners’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that princi-
ples behind ergonomics keep gardeners using the tools in natural positions. That means
gardeners won’t lose power to bending and twisting, enabling them to do more in the
garden than they might be able to do when using non-ergonomic tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and beneficial activity. The right ergonomic tools for the job
can enhance those benefits and make gardening even more enjoyable.

PROTECTION FOR WHAT'S NOW,

AND WHAT'S NEXT.

With our innovative and customizable coverage options,
we're here to protect your home—and your growing dreams.

Let’s talk about your home insurance today.
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Simple ways to improve a kitchen pantry

Peoplehave been spending more time athome
in 2020 than in years past, and certain projects
around the house have become a priority. One
home improvement idea that serves the double
benefit of creating organization and making
cooking at home more efficient is to reimagine
the kitchen pantry.

A pantry is aroom or closet where food, bev-
erages and linens or dishes are stored. Pantries
can be highly useful spaces that provide ancil-
lary storage in kitchens. Many modern homes
are equipped with pantries, but older homes
may require some modification to create more
useful pantries. Whether starting from scratch
or modifying an existing pantry, these tips can
help projects go more smoothly.

* Maximize vertical storage. Utilizing vertical
areas can help increase storage capacity. Build
in extranooks by investing in undershelf storage
baskets. These baskets can instantly create des-
ignated areas for different types of ingredients.
Homeowners also can look for ways to use the
inside of cabinet doors or add extra shelves on
walls or in eaves.

* Consider yourneeds. Figure out which items
youwould like to store in the pantry and then shop
for corresponding storage systems. Forexample,
storage solutions may feature wine bottle racks,

baskets for potatoes and other produce, shelving
for small appliances, and even pull out racks for
baking pans or cutting boards.

* Use clear storage. Put ingredients in clear,
airtight containers of similar dimensions so that
you can easily find items you need. Transfer
bulky items, like cereals and baking supplies,
to storage containers for uniformity.

* Store bulk items elsewhere. Bulk shopping
can be cost-efficient, but bulk items can quickly
eatup real estate in the pantry. Designate another
area for non-perishable bulk products, like paper
goods or canned items, such as in a garage or
utility room.

* Pull out drawers are convenient. Pull-out
drawers can reduce the need to seek and reach
for items. These drawers conveniently roll out
so items in the back can be accessed without
disturbing foods in the front. Drawers can be
custom built for any pantry space.

* Make it accessible. Think about who will
be taking items from the pantry. Put children’s
snacks on the bottom pantry shelf where they
can reach them, and then organize other shelves
for adults in the home.

A pantry remodel can add valuable storage
space and make one of the busiest rooms in the
house operate more efficiently.

DEGORATIVE STONE ENKE CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC CONTRACTOR
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Should | DIY?

3 questions to
determine if it’s best to
renovate on your own

A do-it-yourself mentality has taken hold in millions of house-
holds across the globe. Popular television channels like HGTV and
DIY Network as well as accessible home improvement content
on apps like YouTube has inspired many homeowners to tackle
renovation projects around their homes. Taking such initiative is
admirable, though it also can prove costly if homeowners end up
biting off more than they can chew.

Homeimprovementvideos and television shows have atendency
to oversimplify renovation projects, potentially givinghomeowners
afalse sense of confidence in their DIY abilities. A concerted effort
on the part of homeowners to determine if it’s best to renovate
on their own or hire a professional should always be the first step
of any renovation project. No two homeowners are the same, but
the following three questions can help homeowners determine if
DIY is their best option.

1. Can | afford to DIY?

Professional home improvement projects are costly fora variety
of reasons. Materials can be costly, but so are the tools and labor
necessary to do the job right. Homeowners may not have the tools
necessary to complete complicated projects. Specialty tools can be
expensive to purchase or even rent, and the cost of acquiring such
tools should be included in any DIY project cost estimates. Labor
also factors heavily into professional projects, and for good reason.
Talented contractors have unique skills that have been developed
and perfected over many years. Those skills can ensure projects are
completed quickly and correctly. Labor may seem costly, but such
costs may ultimately prove to be a bargain compared to the cost
of fixing DIY mistakes. Projects that are minor in scope and don’t
require the use of potentially costly specialty tools may be better
suited for weekend warriors than more complicated renovations.

2. Do I have the time?

Homeowners must determine how much time they have to
complete a project before deciding to do it themselves. No one
wants to spend months staring at an unfinished renovation project.
Homeowners who are already pressed for time may not be able
to complete projects in a timely fashion, which can make homes
less comfortable and even less safe.

3. Can | pull this off?

DIY projects can instill homeowners with a sense of pride in
their homes, but it’s imperative that homeowners considering the
DIY option conduct an honest assessment of their skills. A lack
of renovation experience does not necessarily mean a homeowner
cannot successfully complete a DIY project. But in such instances,
it may be best to start with small, straightforward projects and
then gradually move up to bigger, more complicated projects as
skills are fine tuned. And homeowners who have never been at
their best with a hammer in hand should not be ashamed to leave
the work to the professionals.

Television shows and online tutorials can make renovations
appear easier than they actually are. Homeowners considering
DIY renovations can ask themselves a handful of questions to
determine if they’re ready for the challenge of renovating their
homes on their own.

JOHN DEERE
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PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER

Spring blossoms

An aging redbud tree (above) blooms
for possibly that last time along Fourth
Street this past week. The tree's multiple-
pronged limbs are failing. A magnolia
blooms on Second Street, helping

highlight the brickwork of the home it
fronts.
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In fuII bloom

Avariety of spring bulbous plants
help create this display at the
corner of Highway 19 South
and East Jefferson (above) and
in the flower bed at Winter Park
(right). A cold snap midweek will
likelybringourarea’svibrantearly
spring displays to an end.
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MOW WITH CONFIDENCE
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The mower known for
making neighbors jealous.
For homeowners who don't just want to mow their lawn
but prefer to manicure it. After all, this is a residential
mower often mistaken for a commercial unit. It has
the power, durability, and high performance that lawn
aficionados demand — causing them to ask whether or
¥  not their lawn is worthy of such a machine.

Only $5,599

L <
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WARRANTY

ZT XL 6(

Mow with authority.

Put the heavy duty ZT XL to the test on your
toughest acreage. Built for big jobs, the ZT XL
has been redesigned with vibration isolators and
a high-back seat to combine professional cut
quality and comfort. Out-maneuver any obstacle
with more deck sizes to meet your demands.

Only $4,599
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WARRANTY

Battle backyard
challenges like a pro.

All the cutting power you need at home with the
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GARDEN SOLUTIONS APRIL

April tips for your garden

egetable gardening is making a come-

\ / back and a contributor to this fasci-

nation is the fact that more and more

people are concerned with what they put on the

family table. When you grow it yourself, you

control what goes in the soil and on the plants,

and you get to pick a much broader selection

of vegetable varieties. They taste a whole lot
better when they’re home grown.

If you’re thinking of growing a vege-
table garden this year, you are not alone. Start
small and expand as your interest and time
permit. No summertime garden is complete
without tomatoes. Also, bush cucumbers will
fit in small gardens, and so will the bush sum-
mer squash varieties. They can be planted in
nontraditional garden areas like flowerbeds or
as a small addition to the landscape. You can
interplant lettuce plants with your impatiens and
harvest them long before the impatiens covers
the area. You’ll get some salad greens and kill
two birds with one stone. Taking care of the
impatiens ensures the lettuce isneverneglected.
Inshort, avegetable garden can find its way into
every area of your home’s landscape - whether
it’s confined to its own area, combined into the

by Sandi Hillermann McDonald
Hillermann Nursery & Florist

annual or perennial gardens that you already
have, or planted in containers on your deck
or patio - it will provide the ultimate in fresh
vegetable taste, and the safest vegetables you
can produce for your family table.

Hang out your hummingbird feeders
the first of this month. Use a solution of 1-part
sugar to 4 parts water for the nectar. Change the
solution frequently to keep it from fermenting.
Food coloringis NOTneeded or recommended.
And keep your bird feeders full as nature’s
harvest from last fall is long gone for the birds.

Cbme

Let us create beautiful, custom-made cabinets for every room in your home. Choose
your style, color and the perfect finishing touches. Our quality products and service are
guaranteed.

(Green Cabinet Shop

Hwy. 28 , Belle, Missouri (573) 859-6459 [i]

Hillerm

NURSERY & FLOR

Birdsare beginning to reproduce now, and food
is very important. Mother Nature must regrow
and reproduce before they can feed the birds.
Litis up to us!! So please do your part.

Asparagus and rhubarb harvest can begin!!
Keep your hoe sharp. Start cucumber, squash,
and cantaloupe and watermelon seeds indoors
this month. The last week of April is a good
time to try an early sowing of warm season
crops in the garden such as green beans, sweet
corn, etc. You can begin to plant transplants of
tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, and sweet pota-
toes outdoors now. This can continue through
the month of May. This is truly the year of the
garden. So, reap your own harvest and enjoy
the scrumptious flavors of your own produce.
Remember, that Natural Gardening will keep
your family safe, so check out what organic
options are available to you! There are many.

Enjoy!

See you in the garden...

Celebrating 70 Years in 2021!

Hillermann
Nursery
and Florist
Celebrates
70 Years

Hillermann Nursery & Flo-
rist, a family-owned Nursery/
Garden Center in Washington,
is celebrating their 70th Anni-
versary during the month of
April. “We are so honored and
excited to celebrate this long-
timemilestone! We are grateful
to all our customers who have
supported us over all the years.
We could not have done this
without our customers, and
of course, founders Don and
Bernie,” said Sandi Hillermann
McDonald, current CEO ofthe
company. In celebration, the
company has been offering
giveaways and prizes to their

See Hillermann, Page 11B

We are celebrating our 70th Anniversary throughout April!
Giveaways will be available through April and Prize drawings are
happening weekly! Enter for a chance to win prizes with a purchase of
$20.00 or more. Watch our Facebook live post each Friday in April to
see winners drawn and learn about future prizes.

S

Garden Center Hours:
Monday - Sunday:
9:00 to 5:00

2601 E. 5th Street « Washington, MO
636-239-6729 « www.hillermann.com




Home & Garden

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21,2021 B PAGE 11B

~<Republican

How to protect your yard from deer

With more than 60 different species of deer
worldwide, there’s a good chance individuals will
have some sort of interaction with these majestic
animals at one point during their lifetimes.

Deer, which live on all continents except
Antarctica, can survive in everything from
mountainous areas to wet rainforests to suburban
neighborhoods. These herbivores are voracious
eaters that will search far and wide for their meals.
Home landscapes tend to be easy pickings for
foraging deer.

Many people are excited to see deer in their
neighborhoods and yards because they can be such
graceful creatures to behold. However, once deer
start to munch on ornamental trees, annuals and
flowering shrubs, thenovelty of these animals may
wear off. Furthermore, deer also can be covered
in ticks that spread illnesses like Lyme disease.
Here are some tips to keep deer at bay.

* Avoid tasty morsels. Deer like English ivy,
lettuces, impatiens, pansies, and hostas. Fruit trees
also are targets. Choose other plants to grow, and
wait until after early spring, when deer aren’t as
concerned with regaining weight lost during the
winter, to get them in the ground.

* Use fishing line to deter deer. Put a few stakes
in the ground and then run fishing line at a height

of about three feet. Deer can sense movement but
do not have keen vision. As the deer approach
your garden, they’ll brush against the “invisible”
fishing line and then get spooked off.

* Plant plants that produce strong aromas. The
experts at Good Housekeeping suggest planting
lavender and marigolds, which emitstrong aromas.
Deer will be reluctant to walk through because
the smell can interfere with their ability to find
food and assess their environment via their sense
of smell.

* Stock up on soap. The tallow in soap helps
keep deer away, according to the University of
Vermont Extension Department of Plant and Soil
Science. Scented soaps like Irish Spring may be
especially good at warding off deer.

» Plant in levels. Raised beds and sunken
gardens can discourage deer from coming into
the yard because they aren’t avid climbers, offers
the home and garden resource This Old House.

* Employ harmless scare tactics. Deer are
skittish, and any unfamiliar movement or sound
may scare them away. Cans hung from strings,
sundials and lights can keep them at bay.

Deer will seek out an easy meal, but home-
owners can take steps to safeguard their trees,
flowers and shrubs.

TTED HO)
ngsxmmcs Co, E
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Bryan Curtman, owner/agent -

Competitively Priced
Homeowners Insurance

Offering affordable rates and
outstanding coverage for your home

“Let us show you how reasonable good insurance can be”

éw»tmcm

INSURANCE AGENCY

Hillermann«from page 10B

customers each week in April. Many
wonderful prizes are being given to
customers with help from the com-
pany’s suppliers, and some prizes are
directly from Hillermann’s.
Founded by Don Hillermann
in the spring of 1951, Hillermann
Nursery started out as a hobby.
Don’s brother Bernie joined him in
1953 and a partnership was formed.
One year later, having been laid off
from their factory positions, the
two became full-time nurserymen.
The business was started at the
old location on West 5th Street in
Washington. Fromthese beginnings,
Hillermann Nursery & Florist has
flourished. The company moved to
its current location at 2601 East Sth
Streetin November of the year 2000.
Today Hillermann’s is a large,
diversified company, employing
more than 80 people and providing
a wide variety of services. Depart-
ments and services include Garden
Center, Nursery, Florist/Gift Shop,
Landscape and Irrigation Design,
Installation and Maintenance,

Landscape Lighting, Grading and
Seeding, Snow Removal, Spraying,
and Lawn and Garden Equipment
Sales, Parts and Service. You can
shop for local wine, wine and beer
making supplies, beekeeping sup-
plies, bird and wildlife items, and
beautiful décor and patio furniture
along with a great selection of plants
and lawn and garden items. There
arealwaysuniqueitemsand displays
to discover.

Several greenhouses are in use
at the current location where the
company grows some of the plant
products that are available in the
nursery and greenhouse. Hillermann
staff members also create beautiful
container gardens and hanging
baskets. The company strives to
make all of their plant items the best
quality possible.

Second-generation family mem-
bers actively continue the business.
It is through the inspiration of Don
and Bernie Hillermann that they are
able to continue our many years of
service.

Spring Clean Up SALE

/

and auto.

Sherri Biermann, agent

111 South 1st Street - Owensville, MO 65066
Fax: 573.437.8258 « Phone: 573.437.8258

&4, Fountains

; BAGGED Potting
& Garden Soil,

Potting
1

30 Seconds
Outdoor Cleaners
Algae, Mold & Mildew

or House, Deck &
Fence formulas

Manure, Top

Soil, Peat Moss
2 | Various sizes
\ and brands.

BAGGED

Ready to BBQ? Let us help!

Grill cleaners, charcoal, lighter, hardwood grill
pellets, propane refills/exchanges, RV fills.

\ All Hand Yard & Garden Tools

1
| *Must present coupon for discount.
Offer expires April 30, 2021.

1
[ S

Simplay3
Sand & Water Bench

Everything in Building Materials
388 W. SPRINGFIELD ® GERALD

Email: curtmanagency@gmail.com
Web Site: www.CurtmaninsuranceAgency.com
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The basics of mulching

Mulch is available in various forms. Like other land and
garden products, mulch can go a long way toward helping
plants thrive.

Mulch comprises just about any material that is spread
over the surface of soil. Its purpose is primarily to help
soil retain moisture. In addition, mulch can staunch weed
growth, keep soil cool, improve the aesthetics of garden
beds, and even improve soil nutrient composition. When
the right mulch is chosen, it can reduce the amount of time
homeowners spend watering and weeding their gardens and
insulate plants from dramatic changes in weather.

Gardeners may not realize that mulch also can prevent
garden soil from becoming overly compacted, according
to HGTV. This can mean beneficial earthworms can move
easily through the soil, creating channels for water and
depositing their nutrient-rich waste products.

Gardeners can choose organic or inorganic mulch.
Organic mulches are derived from natural materials that
will decompose over time, lending organic matter as well
as various nutrients to the soil. Organic mulches also may
contain beneficial microorganisms that can fight against
plant diseases. Inorganic mulches may be made of stones,
landscape fabrics and plastic. Both types will need to be
amended or replaced as they degrade. Those who want
the most environmentally-friendly mulching materials can
choose all-natural mulches instead of synthetic alternatives.

To work effectively, mulch should be applied in a two- to

Dump Truck
Hauling
Bobcat Work
Lawn Service
* Decomposed
Cow Manure

three-inch layer of material, state the experts at Old World
Garden Farms. Thisistheideal amounttoretain soil moisture
and suppress weed growth without choking plants. Also,
mulch that is too thick may make it impossible for water to
penetrate, or it may prevent the soil from airing out, causing
continuously wet conditions that lead to root and stem rot.

The University of Connecticut Home & Garden Ed-
ucation Center says mulch should not be placed directly
against plant crowns or tree bases, as this can promote the
development of disease. It may also serve as a habitat for
bark- and stem-eating rodents. The center also suggests
watering newly installed bark or wood mulches to prevent
fungi from colonizing in dry mulch and causing problems
like a water-repellent surface on the mulch.

Home landscapers considering mulch types may find
that compost, manure and grass clippings (from nonpes-
ticide-treated lawns) can be inexpensive and versatile in
garden beds. The home advice site The Spruce notes that
newspaper may also be effective. Many newspapers have
switched over to organic dyes, especially for their black
and white sections. Newspapers are an inexpensive way to
suppress weeds and act like organic mulch in beds. They
can be covered with other organic mulch, like shredded
bark, for more visual appeal.

Mulch can be a versatile asset when doing gardening
projects around home landscapes. And the benefits are
more than just aesthetic.

Find the right fit for your
family and budget with our
full range of heating and
cooling solutions

Call today to scheduled a
checkup for your AC unit=u
before summer arrives. =

LTS
—

HIGH EFFICIENEY GAS

Gall us for available
Ameren Rebates

GASCONADE
COUNTY

publican

RNACES )
ELECTRIC HEAT PUMPS & GEOTHERMAL

* Landscaping Mulch

Dark Oak Mulch...$14/bucket tax included
Stained Black Oak Mulch...$20/bucket tax included

5 1 3 '4 3 1 '409 1 4 miles South of Owensville on Hwy. 19

Call for Pickup or Delivery!!!

MACGIEJEWSKI

Plumbing & Heatingc
é Plumbing & Heating 3 Air Conditioning

PO. BOX 559, 610 E. HWY. 28 OWENSVILLE, MO
(573) 437-3214
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How to help your flowers
withstand heat waves

Heatwaves are an inevitable part of sum-
mer in many places across the globe. While
humans canescape indoorsto air conditioned
rooms when
heat waves
hit full swing,
flowers plant-
ed around a
property have
no such lux-
ury, putting
their survival
in jeopardy
whenever
the mercury
rises to espe-
cially steamy
heights.

Wilted
flowers that
have suc-
cumbed to
the summer
sun are a sight many gardening enthusiasts
can recognize. But there are ways to keep
flowers safe and vibrant during periods of
extreme heat.

» Water at the appropriate times of day.
The National Gardening Association notes
that it’s best to water in the early morning
and evening because less water will be lost
to evaporation during these times of day than
during the afternoon, when temperatures
tend to be at their hottest.

* Choose the right watering method.
It’s not just when but also how you water
that can affect flowers during summer heat
waves. Aboveground sprinklers might be
great for lawns, but the NGA notes that
such sprinklers can encourage the spread of
disease on certain plants, including roses.
Many gardening professionals recommend
soaker hoses when watering flowers because
they promote deep watering that can help
the plants withstand the summer heat. If you
must use an overheard watering system, set
the timer so plants are watered in early in
the morning or evening.

* Routinely check the soil moisture. Soil
moisture can help gardeners determine if
their flowers have enough water to withstand
the heat. The NGA advises gardeners to dig
a 12-inch deep wedge of soil from their
gardens to determine its moisture levels. If
the top six inches of the soil is dry, water.
If that area is still wet or moist, the plants
have enough moisture to withstand the heat.
Check these moisture levels more frequently
during heat waves than other times of year.

* Avoid overwatering. Novice gardeners
may be tempted to water more frequently
when they see wilted leaves on their flow-
ers. But wilted leaves are not necessarily

indicative of suffering plants. Plants re-
lease moisture to protect themselves from
excessive heat, and that release of moisture
can cause leaves
to wilt as the
plants try to pro-
tect themselves
by providing
less surface area
that can be ex-
posed to the sun.
So long as soil
moisture levels
are healthy, the
flowers should
be fine, even if
their leaves have
wilted.

No gardener
wants to see their
flowers succumb
to the summer
heat. Fortunately,
there are many ways to help flowers survive
heat waves.

MOSSY OAK.

PROPERTIES
OF THE HEARTIAND

Central Missouri Land & Homes, LLC
America's Land Specialist

Owner/Broker
DeWayne Sprenger
Selling land & Homes

573-690-3683

dsprenger@mossyoakproperties.com

www. mossyoakproperties.com/ office / Mossy-Oak-Properties-of-
the-Heartland-Central-Missouri-land-Homes-LC
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Suggestions when shopping for fencing

Fences can improve function-
ality of a yard and provide extra
security and privacy. Some fences
are decorative while others are
functional. Families with children
and/or companion animals also
may find fencing is a necessity to
keep everyone safe and corralled.

With a vast array of fencing
materials available, homeowners
may find it challenging to decide
which material is right for their
properties. The following break-
down can help homeowners learn
moreabout fencing and potentially
point them in the right direction
regarding whichmaterialto choose
for their properties.

Budget

Budgetis one ofthefirstconsid-
erations many homeowners have
when installing fencing. Pricing
will affect whether one can afford
achain link fence (one of the most
budget-friendly options), wrought
iron or ornate wood (more expen-
sive). Pricing out several different
types of fences will give home-
owners an idea of which material
fits into their budgets.

Purpose

Homeowners install fencing
for various reasons. If a fence is
an ornamental way to delineate
property lines, a picket fence or

a post-and-rail fence are simple
options that can lend a homey feel
toaproperty. These types of fences
also can enhance and frame land-
scaping elements, such as gardens.

In many area, laws require
homeowners to install fencing
around swimming pools. In such
instances, chain link fencing that
doesnotobstruct views of the pool
mightbethebestchoice. If security
or privacy is the main desire, tall
fences that make it difficult for
neighbors to see into the yard may
make an ideal choice.

Restrictions

It is important to understand
local regulations before installing
fencing. Communities governed
by homeowners’associations may
have rules in place that dictate the
type of fences that can be installed.
Townships and other municipal-
ities may have their own rules
concerning fence type, property
borders, fence height, and other
factors that will have to be adhered
tosothat fencing willmeetcode. If
such rules are not following fines
may be imposed and the fence may
haveto beremoved. Homeowners
also may need permits to install
fencing, whether they are hiring
a contractor or doing the work
themselves.

Maintenance
Consumer resource Angie’s
List advises homeowners to con-
sider maintenance before choosing
a fencing material. Wooden fenc-
ing requires the most maintenance
due to painting and staining. Alu-

BIGGESIIgS.

minum or vinyl fencing requires
less maintenance, but it can be
harder to repair isolated damage
or replace pickets, if necessary.
In some instances, the entire fence
may have to be replaced.
Homeowners install fencing

for many different reasons. Con-
sidering price, budget, purpose,
and maintenance before making
a decision regarding fencing can
help homeowners make the best
decision possible.

SPRING

OFTHE; YEAR SALES

TimeCutter® MX5000
model 75750 « MSRP $3,299

* 23 hp Kohler engine
* 50” fabricated deck
* 18” handcrafted seat

2 o E &

Before you buy a mower ask yourself, who will service it?
We Stand Behind Every Mower We sell with Parts & Service You Gan Trust

TimeCutter® MX5400
model 75754 « MSRP $4,099

* 24.5 hp Toro engine

* MY RIDE suspension
system

« 54” fabricated deck

* 18” handcrafted seat

www.toro.com

- .
Rossou Tracr —  wEom
quip pany O 1325 Main Street
241 Hwy. 50 Linn, MO 65051

Rosebud, MO 63091
573-764-3393
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*In stock mowers only for this special sale. Spring sales event valid through 4/30/21

573-897-2249

www.RosebudTractor.com
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Low-maintenance lawn alternatives

A traditional lawn may not be right
for every property nor desired by every
homeowner. Homeowners who find that a
traditional lawn is not practical can explore
some low-maintenance alternatives.

Wildflower meadow

Homeowners with wide swaths of prop-
erty may discover meadows are cost- and
time-efficient. Stores sell special wildflower
meadow mixes of seeds or homeowners can
use wildflower plug plants throughout areas
where grasses are left to grow longer. This
natural area can be a home to wildlife and an
idyllic backdrop to a home. Most meadows
only require a spring or summer and autumn
cut to thrive and look good.

Ornamental grasses

Partition areas of the property for or-
namental grasses to grow. The gardening
resource Elemental Green says ornamental
grasses tend to be drought-resistant and
low-maintenance. They won’t need much
fertilizer and are often resistant to pests as
well. Ormamental grasses grow in tufts or
sprays and will not require mowing.

Moss

Moss can thrive in shady areas and ones

where the soil tends to stay a bit damp. Moss

is velvety soft and green, so it can mimic
the look of a traditional lawn but won’t
require mowing and other upkeep. Because
it spreads quickly, moss can take over quite
rapidly. You will need to protect areas where
you do not want moss by creating barriers
to stop spread.
Gravel

Stone and gravel areas can reduce main-
tenance in the landscape and require very
little upkeep. When gravel is installed cor-
rectly, weeds may not grow readily. Gravel
installation may include laying heavy-duty,
semi-permeable landscape fabric, which is
available in home improvement centers.
Gravel is cheaper than pavers and can be
just as beautiful.

Artificial turf

If the desired look is a lawn without all
the upkeep, there are various artificial grass
options on the market. Homeowners who
opt for artificial turf can save money and
space devoted to lawn mowers and other
lawn tools.

Grass may be ideal for some, but there
are alternatives for people who have trou-
blesome landscapes or desire a low-main-
tenance product for their homes.

REINHOLD

ELECTRICINC

“Serving the area since 1976”

Electrical ~
HVAC Repair

Call Toll Free: 1-

Cell: 314-5178-2564

2511 Lemay Ferry Rd. | St.Louis,M0 63125
Jerry Reinhold, Owner | jerry@ReinholdElectric.com

Plumbing

8008-378-1158

Home Financing
Solutions...

To meet your every need.
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How tree
services can
protect your

property

Cold weather can take its toll on a
property, especially in regions of the world
where winters are harsh. Most parts of the
landscape are vulnerable to damage from
winter storms, but trees may be especially
susceptible. By the end of winter, many
homeowners wonder if their trees would
benefit from some professional TLC.

Tree services provide a host of services.
While fall is a popular time to remove trees
from a property, doing so in spring is not
unheard of, especially if trees were affected
by winter storms and now pose a threat to
a home and the people who live inside it.

Homeowners considering tree services
can explore the following ways that some
professional arbor attention can protect them
and their homes.

See Tree service, Page 17B

573-437-7332

1ESEMANN

Landscape & Supply

573-437-7332

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6;
Sat. 9 to 2; Sun. 10 to 2

STOP BY OFTEN AND SEE
WHAT’S NEW
Check Out What's Blooming, Ask Questions,
Gather Ideas, Enjoy The Sweet Fragrances,
Beautiful Flowers And Fabulous Foliage

HUNDREDS OF TREES,
CONTAINERIZED & BALL IN BURLAP
MORE THAN 1000 SHRUBS
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EXCITING PERENNIALS
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LANDSCAPE BLOCK
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LAWN & GARDEN SEE
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LANDSCAPE SERVICES:

Design, installation, maintenance, walls,
patios, walkways and water features
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= Drafty windows and
doors could cost you
hundreds this year.
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beautiful, energy-efficient
replacement windows.
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Shower Enclosures, & More!

Coverdell Glass 1L

fluto & Residential Glass and Mirrors

Hwy. 19 South e Cuba MO 65453
573-885-4199
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* Tree services can help protect a home’s
foundation. Old trees that stretch well into
the sky can be captivating, but they also can
pose a threat to a home’s foundation. Such
trees may have especially large root zones
thatmay extend beneath walkways and even
a home. In the latter instance, foundations
may crack as roots try to stake their claim to
the ground beneath ahome. According to the
home improvementresource HomeAdvisor,
homeowners pay an average of just over
$4,000 to repair foundation issues, though
major problems can cost considerably more
than that. A professional tree service can
remove aging trees that might be beautiful
and awe-inspiring but still pose a threat to
a home and the areas surrounding it.

* Tree services can improve visibility.
Trees that have aged a bit since their last
trimming might affect the view of'a property
from inside a home. Overgrown branches
can compromise residents’ability to see and
experience the natural beauty just outside
their windows. The average homeowner
may be able to trim short trees on his or her
own, but if views from the second floor of
a home or higher have been compromised,
it’s much safer to call a professional tree

e - Handyman & Home

service. Such services have the right tools
and experienced personnel necessary to
safely trim high branches on tall trees.

* Tree services can help prevent future
damage. Even if trees made it through a
recent winter unscathed, that’s no guarantee
next winter or even the coming seasons of
spring, summer and fall won’t ultimately
prove their undoing. Travelers Insurance
notes that weather-related roof damage, in-
cluding damage resulting from falling limbs
and branches weighed down by snow during
the winter months, accounted for more than
half of all Travelers property loss claims
between 2009 and 2016. According to BNC
Insurance and Risk Advisors, homeowners
may be liable if a tree they knew posed a
threat falls onto a passerby or a neighbor’s
property and causes damage or injury. Hav-
ingall trees properly trimmed each year, but
especially those that can fall on your home
and your neighbors’ homes, may prevent
future damage and legal issues.

Tree services can ensure trees main-
tain their awe-inspiring beauty and help
homeowners protect their homes and their
belongings.
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¢ Custom mill your logs to any specification.

Your place or mine, portable bandsaw mill.

* New Home Construction and Remodeling
* Decks * Roofing ¢ Siding * And More

During the cold months of winter, many people stare long-
ingly out of the window dreaming of spring and time spent
outdoors. For those with green thumbs, images of tending
to the garden and other aspects of their landscapes no doubt
dominate such daydreams.

Draw inspiration from those budding crocuses and daffo-

- dils pushing through the last remnants of snow and employ

~these tips to prepare for the upcoming gardening season.

: * One of the first steps is to apply a preemergent weed killer
to get a head start knocking out weeds that can plague the

See Landscaping tips Page 198

Schroepfer Well Drilling, Inc.
“Where quality meets the environment”
Schroepfer Geothermal

providing Dependable Service for Over 65 Yeayg)

 SCHROEPFER GEOTE
" SCHROEPFER WELL

are leaders in both the
industry and the geothermal heating and
cooling markets. . -
The companies offer a wide range of services,
i including, but not limited to:

 Water Wells
 Pumping Systems
 Water Conditioning
% Treatment Equipment

 Video Inspection of Water
Wells - Well Rehab

Residential | Commercial | New Construction | Retrofit Existing Home

573-484-3214 Main Line - www.schroepfers.com
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Simple ways to reduce risk of
disease in your garden

No garden is immune to dis-
ease. Even the most attentive,
experienced gardeners have had
to confront disease in their gar-
dens, which can lead to significant
damage and potentially kill plants.

Various bacterial, fungal and
viral diseases can affect gardens,
and the University of Maryland
Extension notes that fungicides,
which are chemicals that destroy
fungus, are only rarely recom-
mended to combat disease. In
fact, a proactive approach rooted
in prevention is often the most
effective way to reduce risk for
disease in gardens.

* Choose the right varieties of
plant. The UME notes that choos-
ing disease-resistant varieties is an
effective way to prevent disease
in gardens. Gardeners who have
confronted disease in their gardens
in the past should do their best
to identify which diseases were
presentand then choose plants that
are considered resistant to those
diseases. Alocal garden center pro-
fessional can help gardeners who
are uncertain about what to plant.

* Plant in the right spots. The
choice of where to plant is sig-
nificant. Avoid wet areas with
insufficient drainage. The home
renovation experts at HGTV note
that wet soil can decrease plants’
chances for survival because of
excess water and alack of oxygen.
If the only spots available for
planting tend to be especially wet,
consider planting inraised beds or
having a French drain installed.
Learn how much light plants need
prior to planting them. Some can
thrive in shady areas, while others
require ample sunlight each day.

* Plantattherighttime. Planting
too early when the soil is not yet
warm enough can make plants
vulnerable to disease by weak-
ening their ability to fight. Use
a soil thermometer to determine
soil temperature and only plant
when the conditions for planting
are ideal.

* Harvest on time. When plant-
ing vegetables, it’simperative that
the vegetables are harvested on
time. The University of Georgia
Extension notes that fully mature

Landscaping tipsfrom page 18B

lawn during the growing season.
Killing weeds at the roots early
on can mean far fewer hassles
in spring and summer, and may
prevent new generations of weeds
from cropping up each year.

* While it may be tempting to
take a prematurely warm day as
a sign that spring is in full force
and purchase a bunch of annuals,
it’s better to know the last of the
possible frost dates (check “The
Farmer’s Almanac”™); otherwise,
you may waste time and money
planting flowers or vegetables only
to have them zapped by another
frosty day.

* Amend the soil so that it is the
right consistency—justcrumbling
when lifting it. Soil that is too
muddy after spring thaw can hard-
en, making it difficult for plants
to flourish later on. Speak with
representatives at a local lawn and
garden center about which types of
amendments you canadd to the soil
in your particular area to enrich it.

* Lawn and garden experts at
The Home Depot suggest filling
in bare patches of lawn now by
mixing a few shovelfuls of soil
with grass seed. Then apply this

patch to the bare areas, water, and
continue to care for the area until
the spot fills in.

* Spend a day in the garage or
shed tending to the lawn mower
and other gardening equipment.
Clean all tools and ensure that
everything works, repairing parts
as needed.

* Give outdoor entertaining
spaces a good scrubbing, clearing
away dirtand grime that may have
accumulated over the winter. Use
a leaf blower to blow away any
leftover leaves.

* Check if the front porch, rail-
ings or decking need painting and/
or staining. Tackle these projects
when the weather is cooler so
everything will be ready for those
peak spring days.

* Think about any annuals
you might want to plant in the
landscape this year that will com-
plement any existing shrubbery or
perennials. Come up with a theme
so that the entire yard is cohesive.

Before homeowners know it,
winter is gone and itis time to once
again enjoy long days spent out-
doors. Get a jump start on spring
lawn prep as soon as you can.

vegetables left on the plant attract
disease and are vulnerable to insect
infestations.

* Control insect infestations.
Certain insects can spread disease,
so it’s important that gardeners

learn to recognize which insects
pose a threat to their plants. Speak
withalocal gardening centerabout
invasive insects and how to address
infestations without harming the
plant.

As the planting season ap-
proaches, gardeners can take
various steps to make their plants
and vegetables less vulnerable to
disease.

Local Lending.
Local Decision Making.

Give one of our team members,

\ RRT

Sammi Blankenship, Woody Schlottach or
Amanda Okenfuss a call today.

Success Starts Here. ‘
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340 South Main
Gerald, MO 63037

120 South First Street
Owensville, MO 65066

573-437-BANK

573-764-3324

First State
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PRAPANE

Propane for Home,
Farm and Business

1324 E. MAIN STREET - P.O. BOX 1104, LINN, MISSOURI 65051

(573) 897-0202

(MS)—Beready when spring
arrives to get busy sprucing up
your home’s exterior and its out-
door living space. Invest family
time to envision which projects
would transform it into a more or-
ganized, inviting retreat from the
hustle and bustle of everyday life.

Do doors, door frames, porch-
es/railings, gates, decks, patios,
and outbuildings need to be
cleaned, repaired, repainted or
replaced? Do you need more
furniture, flower boxes or play
equipment like cornhole boards?

Once a project list is made,
visit your local Woodcraft store,
goonlineatwoodcraft.com, oruse
a Woodcraft catalog and call 800-
225-1153 to stock up on all the
tools, materials and supplies you

Streamline your
outdoor living/dining/
playing area

need. Woodcraft store employ-
ees can help with advice about
products and projects, technical
support is available at 800-535-
4486, and woodcraft.com offers
how-to articles and videos.

Woodcraft Magazine Classic
Project Plans make it easy to
build the inviting Swing Bed
(pictured), aswell aspicnictables,
benches, hand grill carts, potting
benches, Adirondack chairs, and
much more.

Restoring Outdoor Projects,
a Woodcraft blog, offers tips to
makeAdirondack chairs and other
wood pieces and structures look
new again. Download the free
PDF at https://www.woodcraft.

See Streamline, Page 218

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5; Sat. 8 to Noon

All your steel needs for residential,

agricultural and commercial

FOR HOME

Porch &
Deck Railing
Hand Rails
Ornamental
Entry Gates
Fencing
Custom
Deer Stands

AUTO REPAIR

e Cars

* Trucks

* Trailers

* ATV — Side-by-Side

573-417-0511
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Streamline « from page 20B

com/blog_entries/restoring-outdoor-proj-
ects.

Cleanup & Repairs

Howard Clean-A-Finish Wood Soap
easily breaks down grease, grime and wax
on all wood surfaces. It effectively cleans
without ammonia or bleach by using a tradi-
tional blend of gentle yet powerful, natural
soaps. Use it also on plastics, upholstery,
carpet and vinyl.

Blue Bear Paint and Urethane Stripper
(SOY-Gel™) is Franmar Chemical’s effec-
tive, effortless and odorless coating remover
made from soybeans and natural elements.

Briwax ChaiRX is an easy solution for
repairing loose chair joints. Inject ChaiRX
into a small hole you drill in the joint, and
the thinunique formulation will penetrate the
wood cells to permanently swell the joints
and bond themtogether. In 12 hours, the chair
will be wiggle-free. For other gluing tasks,
consider Titebond III Ultimate Waterproof
Glue, a waterproof adhesive designed for
interior and exterior use that has superior
strength, isunaffected by finishes, and cleans
up with water.

Building

For layout tasks, pick the Pinnacle

Combination Square — blade, square head
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HAULING - DOZER - EXCAVATING - BACKHOE - HIGHLIFT - BOB CAT

v Hauling Topsoil « Fill Dirt ¢ Creek Gravel ¢ Screened Gravel
v’ White Rock v Residential 4 Commercial ¢ Farm v Mulch
v Driveways v Basements Dug v and More.

Trackhoe and Rock/Goncrete Breaker Work

and center finder. The 12 blade features
extra fine graduations in 8ths, 16ths and
32nds. Combination head has a scribe and
spirit level.

Saw wood to size with the Festool
CARVEX PS 420 EBQ-PLUS Jigsaw that
can cut up to 434” wood beams, as well as
aluminum and steel. The Razorsaw Ryoba
handsaw from Gyokucho, also a powerful
cutting tool, has ripping and crosscutting
teeth on opposite sides and an adjustable
pivotpoint for angled cutting intight spaces.

Norton Hand Sanding Kits cover most
sanding chores. Detail Sander fits well
in hard-to-reach places. Finishing Block
Sander makes general sanding quick and
comfortable.

The Montana Brand 4-in-1 Drill and
Driver comes in a 10-piece set that includes
all you will need to drive #6, #8, #10, and
#12 screws. Add the Montana Brand 3-Piece
HD Self-Centering Plug Cutter Set—unique
in the woodworking industry — and you are
ready to build in the outdoors.

For fastening, consider the handy Free-
man 23-Gauge 17 Pinner & 2 Brad Nailer
Combo Kit.

Finishing

If color is a factor in painting an outdoor

project, select General Finishes Milk Paint,

Gustom Excavating
& Tractor, LLG

_B.LA.NEE'_MO MARK:
3646-3123
3694-1276
KALEB:
73694-6042

Tom Bloemke Agerncy

PO Box 141
216 E Harrison Ave
Owensville, MO 65066

Tom Bloemke

Offering:

Mutual Funds*

Tom Bloemke
Insurance & Financial
Services Agent

Al LPL Financial

tbloemke@tommyb.info
tom.bloemke@Ipl.com Cell: 573.690.8411

Auto m Home = Life = Business

Variable Universal Life*
" Variable Annuities*
S 529 College Savings Plans
Federal Health Insurance

573 437-4291

Corner Harrison & Springfield
Owensville, MO 65066

Securities offered through LPL
Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

Phone: 573.437.4291
Fax: 573.437.4050

IRAs & 401 (K)s*

Karen Stillman
Insurance Agent
kstillman@tommyb.info

available in 33 colors. This high-tech,
water-based acrylic paint is durable, easy
to apply and rated for interior and exterior
use. Colors may be mixed or used with
General Finishes water-based Glazes and
Wood Stains to create decorative finishes
and effects.

Other coverings for outdoor projects
include:

* General Finishes Exterior 450 Varnish
is for outdoor use. UV absorbers minimize
fading, and mildewcides help retard mold
and fungus growth. It is ready to sand in
one hour.

* System Three Marine Spar Varnish is
aurethane-enhanced film finish formulated
to protect against the harshest salt water and
marine environments, as well as protect
outdoor projects.

To apply coverings by hand, consider
Redtree Onyx White China Bristle Brushes
(solvent-based finishes) or Redtree Matey
Synthetic Bristle Brushes (water-based
finishes).

For spraying, the HOMERIGHT Super
Finish Max features a built-in 450-watt
sprayer, eliminating the need for a hose or
motor to move around. Spray milk paint,
chalk-style paint, latex paint, enamels,
primers, urethanes, stains and varnishes.

Did you
know?

Leaves that fall from trees can be a
marvel to behold. But leaves can stain
exterior surfaces when they eventually
settle on vehicles, concrete driveways,
patios, and other surfaces, become
wet and/or are not cleaned away in a
timely fashion. Leaf stains are caused
by tannins in the leaves. The pigments
can be absorbed by porous materials
like concrete and leave stains behind.
While these stains may wash away over
time, homeowners may prefer a faster
way to get rid of unsightly stains. To
remove moderate leaf stains, mix oxy-
gen bleach with hot water and apply to
stains using a scrub brush. Dark stains
may require a tougher cleanser, such as
one that contains trisodium phosphate.
Some homeowners find success using
a pressure washer to clean away leaf
stains, while others rely on commercial
leaf-stain removers.

NEW
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Home Repair & Maintenance

e (373)764-4454
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PLUMBING ~ GUTTER CLEANING ~ PAINTING

ROOFS & REPAIRS ~ SMALL CONCRETE JOBS
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Sod vs. seed: Which is your best option?

Apristine lawn can be the finishing touch
to a landscape and add significant value to
a home. According to a joint study by the
University of Alabama and the University
of Texas at Arlington, homes with high
curb appeal sell for an average of 7 percent
more than similar houses without inviting
exteriors.

When it comes to establishing a lawn,
homeowners have two key options: starting
fromseed orinstalling sod. Each comes with
its share of advantages and disadvantages.
Which option makes the most sense for a
given lawn will boil downto various factors,
including homeowners’ budgets.

Seed

Seed is the first thing homeowners may
think of when planning a lawn. Seed is an
inexpensive, easily installed option. Plus,
garden centers sell a variety of seeds specific
toparticularregions and climates. The home
improvement resource Fixr says seed will
cost an average of 24 cents per square foot
installed compared to $1.29 for sod. That
affordability compels many homeowners
to turn to seed. However, seed can take up
to two years to produce a lush lawn and

it requires high maintenance in the initial
months to establish the grass.

Seed also requires greater soil prepa-
ration, including tilling to loosen soil and
keepingthe lawn well watered until the grass
is hardy. Weeds also may mix in with seed
more readily, meaning weed prevention
becomes an additional task.

Sod

One of the advantages to sod is that it
can produce an instant lawn. When time is
of'the essence, sod will produce a complete
lawn nearly as soon as the sod is laid. Sod
can be used to mitigate soil erosion, as it
works faster than seed, which needs to es-
tablish a root system to keep soil in check.
Also, sod does not require as much soil
preparation as seed.

The potential disadvantages to sod are
its cost and the time it takes to install it,
particularly on a large property. In addition,
sod will require careful maintenance for at
least the first two weeks until the sod takes
stronger roots. It can be an expensive mis-
take if sod doesn’t thrive and new pieces
need to be installed. The Family Handyman
says sod tends to be sun-loving and may not

HAVENER’

TERMITE & INSECT CONTROL INC.

Serving The Area Since 1959

Residential - Commercial

QUEEN
FREE \7:‘{
INSPECTION
Monthly or Yearly

Maintenance

Owensville ‘
573-437-2031

www.havenerstermite.com

Washmgton
636-239-2910

Authorized Husqvarna Dealer
| 573-486-2494

* Termite Pre-Treatments

KING WINGED ADULT WORKER  SOLDIER

Fivde

Sulllvan
573-860-2970

TWIIIII'

“Chris Schaeffer
Owner/Technician
schaefferssmallengine@gmail.com

2219 S. Hwy 19,
- Hermann, MO 65041
Like us on Facebook E

4

homeowners can speak with a local lawn
specialist to determine which option is best
for their lawn.

work in shadier areas of a property.
Sod and seed are the two main options
for lush lawns. Each has its perks, and

Residential & Commercial, Septic Systems, Rock and Gravel Hauling,
Basements, Ponds, Roads and so much more.

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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Defining hardscape and how to use it

Curb appeal is beneficial in various
ways. Curb appeal can make a home more
attractive to prospective buyers and give
existing homeowners a place they want to
come home to. In its study of the worth of
outdoor remodeling projects, the National
Association of Realtors found standard lawn
care and overall landscape upgrades were
mostappealing to buyers, as well as the most
likely to add value to a home.

Althoughplants, grassand otheritems can
improve curb appeal, homeowners should
not overlook hardscaping.

Hardscapingis anindustry term thatrefers
to the non-living features of a landscape.
These features can include everything from
decks to walkways to ornamental boulders.
Introducing paths or paver walls to a prop-
erty helps develop that home’s hardscape.
Hardscape and soft elements often work in
concertto create inspiring landscape designs.

DIY landscape designers canheed certain
tips to make the most of hardscape features
on their properties.

Choose materials

As with many landscaping projects,
homeowners mustfirstdetermine what types
of additions they would like on their prop-
erties. Common hardscape features include

INC.

NG &
e WESTPHALIA MO r

patios, decks, walkways of pavers or bricks,
andretaining walls. Hardscape elements can
be functional or simply decorative features
that add whimsy to the yard.

Choose a theme

The right style allows hardscaping and
softscaping materials to work together. For
example, homeowners may want to give
their yards an eastern feel, complete with
a koi pond and decorative bridge or trellis.
A formal English garden, however, may
include manicured paths with stepping
stones and ornate topiaries. Mixing too
many styles together can take away from
the overall appeal.

The pros suggest looking at the overall
plan of the design, even if all of the work
can’t be completed at once. This way the
eventual finished project wil be cohesive.

Think about the purpose

Hardscaping can look good butalso serve
key purposes. Pebbles or gravel can mitigate
trouble areas that don’t grow grass or plant
life well. Retaining walls hold back soil in
yards with sharply inclined hills. Mulch can
set perimeters around trees and shrubs, as
wellas planting beds. Fencing, another form
of hardscaping, is essential for establishing
property boundaries and adding privacy.
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HARDSCAPING REFERS 1o the elements in a landscape that aren't living, such as
paths, walls and fences.

Consult a professional
While many hardscaping additions can
be handled by novices, large-scale projects,
such as patios and decking, can change the
grading of the yard. Professionals can map
out how to handle drainage issues and meet
building codes. In addition, professional

installation can ensure hardscaping features
last for years to come.

Hardscaping should blend with the
nature around it and take its cues from the
surrounding environment. This can help
softscaping and hardscaping work as one.
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Techniques
to keep
mosquitoes
out of your
backyard

The value of a retreat-like backyard was
never more apparent than in 2020. Over the
last year-plus, much of the world has been
forced to stay home as a global pandemic
has claimed millions of lives while countless
othershave had tofightto survive inhospitals.
It’s no surprise people have looked for a re-
spite from the harsh realities of living during
a deadly pandemic, and many turned their
attention to their own backyards to provide
such an escape.

The online home remodeling platform

R i

A BACKYARD retreat can be even more enjoyable when homeowners find ways to keep mosquitoes at bay. See Mosquitoes, Page 258
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\ |
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Countryside
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Mosquitoes « from page 24B

Houzzreported a 58 percentannual increase
in project leads for home professionals in
June 2020. Contractors who specialize in
outdoor spaces saw the biggest increase
in demand. A revamped outdoor space can
provide the perfect retreat for homeowners
who want to get away from it all. But one
winged, unwelcome guest can quickly
transform an oasis into an uninviting space.

Mosquitoes make their presence felt in
many areas each summer. These pesky, often
hungry insects can carry disease, and their
bites can be painful and itchy. Homeowners
can try these three techniques to keep mos-
quitoes out of their backyards.

1. Remove standing water.

Standing water is a breeding ground for
mosquitoes, who don’t even need a lot of
water to successfully breed. A daily walk
around the property may uncover kids’toys,
empty flower pots or other small receptacles
that can collect water. Even clogged gutters
can lead to the accumulation of a small
amount of water, and that can be enough for
mosquitoes to breed. Remove these potential
breeding grounds when you find them, and
do so each day, as mosquitoes mature from

eggs to nymphs in roughly four days.
2. Mow regularly.

Mowing the lawn so the grass never gets
too high is another way to make a backyard
less hospitable to mosquitoes. The pest
experts at Terminix® note that mosquitoes
seek tall grass to protect them from the
elements, including wind and hot summer
sun. Mowing enough so grass never gets
too high in summer can make backyards
less inviting to mosquitoes.

3. Plant with mosquitoes in mind.

The home remodeling experts at HGTV
note that plants can be part of homeown-
ers’ strategy to repel mosquitoes. Various
plants have mosquito-repellant qualities.
For example, bee balm releases a fragrance
as it grows, and mosquitoes don’t like that
fragrance. Homeowners can speak with a
local lawn and garden professional for rec-
ommendations about plants that can thrive
in their region and repel mosquitoes at the
same time.

Mosquitoes can make it hard to enjoy a
backyard oasis. But various strategies can
help homeowners keep these unwanted
guests out of their backyards.

- Choose from: I».akeside Cabins, Portable Garages, Storage Buildings, |
Garden Sheds, Steel Carports, Customized Buildings and more!

Hig
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Water features can make for relaxing and
eye-catching additions to outdoor spaces.
According to the online gardening resource
Garden Know-How, a water feature is any
landscape enhancement that uses water
and other material to bring tranquility and
beauty to a space.

Thanks to their soothing sounds and
aesthetic appeal, water features like ponds
and fountains are often included in healing
gardens. But they can be used in any and
all landscapes.

Homeowners can explore various water
features, such as waterfalls, koi ponds and
even rain bells, which offer soothing chime
sounds when it rains. One consideration
when installing a water feature is whether
or not to incorporate live plants. Certain
plants are better suited for water features
than others.

Surrounding plants

Itis possible to create aminiature ecosys-
tem in a yard by surrounding a water feature
with certain plants. Gardening Know-How
advises using canna lily or taro at the edge
of a pond. These plants thrive with roots
in mud and their tops in shallow water.
Broadleaf arrowhead is another option, as it

Adding plants to water features

can do well in a pond’s shallow edges. It’s a
perennial so it will come back and requires
little maintenance.
Floating plants

Many plants can live on the surface of the
water and provide hiding spots for wildlife
inanatural water feature setting. Lotus, also
called water lily, is a popular and fragrant
option. Water hyacinth produces vibrant
lavender flowers that pop on stems that can
reach three feet in height. This stunning spe-
cies can be invasive, but it can be managed
by planting within a hoop or submerged
woven basket, indicates Happy DIY Home.
Other free-floating plants to consider are
duckweed, fairy moss and butterfly fern.
Floating plants look beautiful and they can
help filter water and control algae growth.

Submerged plants

Submerged plants are anecessity in water
features that have fish. Submerged plants
are grown in weighted pots placed on the
bottom of the pond. They provide shelter for
fishand help oxygenate the water. Hornwort,
anacharis, water milfoil, and dwarf'sagittaria
are some examples of submerged plants.

Water features attract wildlife, including
potentially pesky insects. Planting pitcher

* Blown-in Fiberglass

» Fiberglass Batts

*Attics * Sidewalls

+ Crawl Spaces

* New & 01d Construction

Sto. Thrwng Mo:iéy Out
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WILLIAMS INSULATION
411 Piazza Rd. - St. James, Mo. 9131 265-8940

30+ Years In
Business

plants in submerged pots can help reduce
the presence of unwanted insects in a water
feature.

Some water-loving plants are invasive,
so it is always best to check with a local
agricultural extension or the Department of
Environmental Protection to see if certain

Into*A New
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BUYING?!

As a community bank, we understand that your
home is one of the most important investments
you will ever make.

The Missouri Bank has a home loan product to fit
your needs with competitive interest rates and
flexible terms!

573-486-3134
Call Us Or Visit Our Website
For More Information!

floating or submerged plants are restricted
where you live. For those who want to
contain plants, placing pots of cascading
greenery and flowers near to fountains, pools
and ponds is another way to add appeal
without having to dig in the ground.

Hermann | Warrenton | Foristell | Wentzville
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www.TheMissouriBank.com
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Techniques to revitalize a lawn after a long winter

Pristine, snow-covered landscapes can
be wonders to behold. While that blanket
of white is idyllic, a lawn’s delicate blades
may be paying a hefty price beneath the
cold, heavy piles of snow.

Snow plows push salt and sand up on
the grass while subterranean animals like
mice and moles dig burrows beneath piles
of snow as they try to find food and stay
warm. Such conditions are not favorable for
thriving landscapes. When the spring thaw
arrives, lawns may be in dire need of some
TLC. The following techniques can mitigate
winter-related lawn damage.

* Clear out debris. Remove any scattered
leaves, branches and other debris that has
beenstrewn across the property due to storms
or snow-laden trees. This will give you a
clean canvas to work on.

* Dry outsnow mold. The Family Handy-
man says snow moldis acold-season fungus
that causes gray-colored circles or patches
on the lawn where there has been snow. To
alleviate snow mold, rake the lawn to loosen
matted grass and facilitate the drying-out
process.

* De-thatch the lawn. Heavy snow can
compress the grass and cause some of it to

die off. De-thatching helps to remove dead
grass blades and separate any matting. This
enables water, nutrients and air to reach the

lawn’s roots more effectively. Thinning out
old organic matter also helps encourage
new growth.

* Aerate the soil. Coupled with dethatch-
ing, aeration involves loosening the soil or
poking holes to allow nutrients to move
freely to the roots.

* Kill weeds before they spread. Weeds
may be the first to start growing when the
weather begins to warm. Address them
promptly by manually pulling them or
applying an herbicide.

* Overseed the lawn. Chances are there
are some bare spots that have formed over
the winter. Overseeding can help to fill in
the lawn. Make sure that frosts are largely
a thing of the past and soil temperature is
around 50 F to 60 F before seeding. Water
daily until grass fills in.

* Apply nutrients. Fertilizer and compost
can restore nutrients to the lawn that may
have been used up over winter. A soil test
at a nearby horticultural center can tell you
which nutrients are needed, according to the
Chemistry Cachet, a guide to using chemistry
secrets for healthy living, beauty, cleaning,
and gardening.

Lawns can be restored to their pre-winter
glory after some sweat equity and about
five to six weeks of consistent sunshine and
warm weather.
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A lush, green lawn is a sight to behold. Many
variables are involved in growing and maintaining
grass, and water and fertilizer are among the most
important components.

Knowing how much water and fertilizer to apply
and when to apply it can make a big difference in
the appearance and health ofalawn. That’s because
a well-fed and watered lawn will develop a better
root system, which makes the lawn less vulnerable
to stressors like drought, mowing, foot traffic, and
heat, according to the Scotts® company.

Fertilize

There is no magic formula governing when to
fertilize a lawn. The type of grass and how well-es-
tablished a lawn is must be considered. Experts
suggest having the soil tested to determine its pH
levels and if any nutrients are lacking. A fertilizing
schedule can then be developed after testing.

Keep in mind that overfeeding a lawn will not
make it grow any better and actually can damage
the turf. Several small applications of fertilizer
during the lawn’s most active growing period may
behelpful, advises the home improvementresource
Tools Around the House. An annual application (late
spring for warm-season grass or fall for cool-season
grass) may be all that’s needed.

Certain fertilizers need to be applied and watered

Lawn watering and fertilizing techniques

in. Others may be combined with weed-control
products and must be set on top of damp grass.
Read packaging to determine the right application.

Water

The right watering schedule and techniques
can help a lawn thrive. Scotts® says adjusting for
climate and nature can help grass to grow strongly.
Alawn that has a grayish cast or appears dull green
is telling an owner that it needs water. Another
test is to step on the lawn. If footprints disappear
quickly, the grass blades have enough moisture to
spring back.

Water the lawn in the morning before 10 a.m.
when it’s cooler and the winds tend to be calm so
thatthe water can soak in. For those who must water
at night, do so in early evening so that the water
can dry before nightfall and will not contribute to
disease.

Scotts® says to water an established lawn until
the top six to eight inches of soil is wet. Most lawns
need one to 1.5 inches of water per week from rain
or a hose to soak the soil that deeply.

Newly established lawns may require more water
to keep the soil moist but not soggy.

Visit a lawn care center for more information
on watering the type of lawn for your area or visit
www.scotts.com for additional tips.
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INSURANCE COMPANIES, HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

DOUGLAS N. KNEHANS, Agent

51

105 E. Peters, P.O. Box 95

Owensville, MO 65066 YEARS
Office: 573-437-2101 REPRESENTING
Fax: 573-437-7765 STATE FARM
Home: 573-437-3842 INSURANCE

K&S coruanes:

Owners Stanley Rasmussen
& Ken Zeugin

Rosebud, Missouri & Surrounding Area
573-764-4454 | kzeuginiii@yahoo.com

COMMERCIAL ~ RESIDENTIAL

Complete Plumbing, New Construction Plumbing
Complete Septic Installation, Backhoe Work, etc...
Authorized Dealer - Complete Line of Supplies on hand

COMPLETE PLUMBING
We also install Water Softeners,
Water Heaters & all types of
Sewer Systems

MID MO DRAIN
CLEANING SERVIGE

COMMERCIAL ~ RESIDENTIAL
JERRY DEAN WELLER Home: 573-859-6600
BELLE, MO Mobile: 573-578-1087

EXPERIENCED » REASONABLE * RELIABLE

. NOW PROVIDING ELECTRICAL SERVICES.’J
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Shade trees that can make
yards more comfortable

Various factors motivate the decisions United States Forest Service notes that the
homeowners make when designing their —quaking aspen can grow in greatly diverse
landscapes. Some may be motivated by the  regions, environments and communities.

ways additions will affect
the resale value of their
homes, while others may be
guided by alove forapartic-
ular type of plant. Comfort
isyetanother motivator, and
shade trees can make yards
more comfortable as the
mercury rises. According to
the Arbor Day Foundation,
the following are some pop-
ular shade trees that can add
beauty to a landscape and
make it more comfortable

come the dog days of summer.

* Northern catalpa: The
Arbor Day Foundation
notes that the northern ca-
talpa is easily identifiable
thanks to its heart-shaped
leaves and twisting trunks
and branches. Nature enthu-
siasts, and particularly those
who enjoy birdwatching,
may be happy to learn that
the flowers of the catalpa
are frequently visited by
hummingbirds.

* Red sunset maple: Its
name alone makes many people think of

* Quaking aspen: The quaking aspen has  lazy summer days spent lounging in the
the widest natural range of any tree in North  yard. The red sunset maple provides ample
America, spanning 47 degrees of latitude, shade and comes with the added benefit of
110 degrees of longitude (nine time zones)

and elevations from sea level to timberline.
That impressive range is no doubt why the

|

-g door doctor

See Shade Trees, Page 308

overhead

in Owensville, MO

Licensed
¢ Insured
20 Years
Experience

Commercial
Garage Doors

Serving Gasconade
and surrounding
counties

For estimate, call:
573-502-4972
or 573-502-4973

OverheadDoorDoc@
gmail.com

THE LIGHT BULB
EXPRESS
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2482 Hwy. 50 Rqsébhd; M0 63091
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‘143604 -2094

573-764-3600 !0

MILWAUKEE: 2825-20ST M18 FUEL
STRAIGHT SHAFT STRING TRIMMER

Provides up to 1-hour of run-time per charge.
Variable speed trigger with high and low speed settings.

‘ » " MILWAUKEE 2727-20 M18 -j

‘ FUEL 16 IN. CHAINSAW |

With the power and speed to cut faster than a 40cc [
gas chainsaw, the M18 FUEL 16 in. Chamsaw |

i "

l I

We also carry a full line of
plumbing supplies including
Moen Faucets, plus Gas or Electric
Water Heaters.
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Allicargotrailersion lot: $80

for matching spare tire and wheel.
With Trailer. Reg. $122. While supplies last.
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' PHOTO BY DAVE MARNER
Practical application of skills for FFA Floriculture team member

Emily Nichols waters plants Friday afternoon at the Save-A-Lot grocery store’s garden center. Nichols, who was in her first week of
employment, will compete this weekend in the Missouri FFA State Convention’s Floriculture contest along with fellow Owensville

High School FFA chaptermembersKatelyn Landolt, Alisen Chapman, Alyssa Manning,and Wyatt Bridgemann.The team has placed
first in every contest so far this season including Area XIV, Columbia, Stoutland, Elsberry , Linn, Lincoln, Doniphan, and Skyline.

Complete Home Financing Solutions
all together under one roof

Buying, improving or refinancing,
we have the terms and rates to put your plans to action.

Vienna | Belle | Argyle
Owensville | St. James
Vichy | St. Robert
Richland | Iberia | Dixon

Member

FDIC

The Maries County Bank

www.mariescountybank.com
Toll Free: 844.836.9401

aintate FREE COUPON Xl it bttt
Central Missouri Septic Service, Inc.

 Celebrating
of Service

\

RO PEREE COUPON Yl

Becker Millwork

Shade Trees « from page 298

producing an awe-inspiring blend ofred
and orange leaves come the fall. Red
sunset maples can survive in a range of
habitats and their adaptable roots means
they can thrive in various soil types.

* Northern red oak: The state tree
of New Jersey, the northern red oak is,
according to the Arbor Day Foundation,
both beloved for its aesthetic appeal and
valued forits adaptability and usefulness.
Northern red oaks can tolerate urban
conditions, but they do not do well in
hot climates.

» Sawtooth oak: Another tree that
produces some awe-inspiring color, the
sawtooth oak is a durable, adaptable
shade tree. Golden yellow leaves in the
spring will give way to dark green in
summer, only to turn yellow and golden
brown in the fall. The Tree Center Plant
Supply Co. notes that the sawtooth oak
can thrive in warmer climates where
shade trees that can coexist with high
temperatures can be hard to find.

Shade trees can add beauty to a prop-
erty and make a yard more comfortable.
Homeowners are urged to discuss shade
trees with a local lawn and garden pro-
fessional prior to planting.

nced sales staff ready
to provide trustworthy advice and recommendations.
We offer a wide variety of quality products and deliver

1
1 . 5 . |
: $Sept1c Tank Pumping & Disposal Whether you are building, i
: FARM — RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL | SPecial PO
1 Portable Toilet Rental ¢ Aerator Unit Replacement ® Risers & Lids 1
: * Lagoons ® Drain Cleaning ¢ Effluent Filters ® Grease Traps : : K
I Did you know Septic Tanks need to be pumped every 3 to 5 Years? I custom solutions for all your building needs.
" FREE SEPTIC TANK ADDITIVE
| at fime of pumping with this ad N
| ($45 VALUE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST) T 305 W. Walker St., Freeburg, MO
I SERVING CENTRAL MISSOURI — 573-744-5204
I Toll Free: 1-888-892-8587 — ) N 1 www.beckermillwork.com

State Certified Local: 573-764-3407-573-764-2534 - 2~

& Hardware




Home & Garden

WED., APRIL 21, 2021 B PAGE 31B GAS%%EQ?ERepub]ican
A

Blown Cellulose Insulation or
Fiberglass Batting

v B e FREE ESTIMATES
B VERY ENERGY EFFICIENT - FIRE RETARDANT
PHOTO BY DAVE MARNER NEW HOMES OR RETRO FIT
Top-dressed for Easter Sunday ANY STRUCTURE
Vickie Mayberry top-dresses a flower bed with mulch in front of St. Peter’s United 573-646-3147 or 888-568-9747 (TO” Free)
Church of Christ to prepare it for Easter Sunday earlier this month. Mayberry had Ryan; 573-308-7410 Nick: 573-308-6874

added some pansies to go along with established perennials.

DISCOVER THE STRENGTH AND DURABILITY OF
: Floors | Footings | Walls |

= Font-
IIID Sidewalks | Curbing | Pools
bkl g
v a‘ Panel Color/Decorative Stamping |
2 | STANT 1CTDREDY 7LANE BUTIDING PRODUCT S Driveways | Skid Steer Work |
Free Estimates
FORALLYOUR ¢
CONCRETE
We take pride in offering top quality products at NEEDS...
competitive pricing with fast and efficient service.
OFFERING: I
- Sheet Metal Roofing and Siding-cut to lengths CODY JAM ES

- Custom Made Trim 212 North Walnut
- Screws, Track and Trolley Doors, Windows and Insulation .
Owensville, MO 65066

Not all metal is created equal.

LANE BUILDING . 573.437.5248
573.291.4608
P Ro D U CTS I N c ® : A jamescustomflatwork@yahoo.com

Hwy. 28 West

(573) 437_41 47 Owensville, MO
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Environmentally,friendly,
comfort and savings at home. =
GeoSmart Energy’s variety oy
of attractive and stylish residential systems provide
perfect fit for,your family. With GeoSmart Energy,;system
you’ll not only conserve energy, but,you’ll experience
enhanced comfort and safe, quiet operation with|a

system that’s environmentally responsible.
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Come by our offi
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and look through our
fl!ncmy designs of interior
replaces for Your home!
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